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76 | Feature | SpeedArt SRS 420

ten-spoke wheels, front spoiler, moustache,
sideskirts and a modestly sized fixed rear wing.
The engine was standard at this time, and the
paddleshift steering wheel, rear diffuser and larger
rear wing were still in the works.

Now completely transformed, the SHS 420 demo
car promises to be a different animal altogether,
and as I drive it on local country roads to the
nearby Malmsheim test track - an old airfield now
used for automobile testing and driver instruction
- I am eager to see by just how much.

First impressions are encouraging right from the
word go. I select Manual mode for the PDE gearbox
and drive the car on the paddles without having to
think about which way is up or down. Because of
this,  instantly feel at one with the car.

Around town, the lower, uprated springs make
the ride a lot firmer than standard, even on these
smooth German roads. They move the secondary
ride to a point between the normal car's Comfort
and Sport modes, and [ am not totally convinced
that this setup would be tolerable on badly
maintained UK roads.

That said, the car had just returned from a group
test at Hockenheim with a German magazine and

“It feels more
aggressive and
incisive than
standard when you
open the taps fully”

was still set lower and stiffer than a customer’s car
would normally be,

Moving faster on the open road, though, the
primary ride turns out to be just fine, and at high
speeds, the SRS 420 exhibits rock-solid body
control both on turn-in and through high-speed
bends. It maintains that feeling of agility through
tighter bends, inspiring the confidence vou need
to really lean on the mechanical grip and the ability
to throttle steer the car once you have learned what
it is able to do.

The other part of the SRS 420 [ took an instant
liking to was the uprated engine. As 1 said before,
the new direct-injection engine has a spunkiness to

it that was not present with the previous generation
unit, The better breathing, more aggressive ignition
advance at low revs and snappicr e-gas throttle
response, provides noticeably better punch and
make this conversion feel like money well spent.

At Malmsheim, I have the chance to run the car
to the redline in the intermediate gears, and am
really impressed with the way it seamlessly delivers
its power ratio after ratio, It feels more aggressive
and more incisive than standard when you open the
taps fully, vet is just as docile as the standard carin
evervday town driving.

Over the vears, [ have become blasé about some
upgrades that simply involve air filter, exhaust and
ECU remap, as their results are sometimes no more
than iobhp with more decibels behind my head.

In this case, however, the extra 3sbhp and 40Nm
of torque can really be felt, and they are delivered
cleanly with a crisper throttle response.

As a modestly priced, normally aspirated o097
conversion, SpeedArt's SRS 420 really does what
it says on the tin. And even if you don't want to
go faster or look more extrovert, the paddleshifi
stecring wheel at last fulfils the inherent promise of

the PDE gearbox. Sl



